
Introduction
NSC is pleased to report another exciting year of
activities carried out by Wales NSC and the 14 twin
towns and local groups affiliated to the NSC. The NSC
office in London continues to support these groups by
disseminating fortnightly news bulletins on the
situation in Nicaragua, sending out regular mailings to
keep groups informed of NSC initiatives and
publicising the activities of twin towns through Central
America Report.

This report gives a flavour of the sheer number and
breadth of contacts and activities keeping solidarity
with Nicaragua alive in so many different places.

Oxford – Leon Trust and Association
The Association continued supporting health and
education projects in the León area including:
* funds for the Los Pipitos project, which provided
training for 25 health promoters in the use of specialist
equipment for the benefit of disabled children
*  funds for training in preventative health care in the
community of  Trohilo, through a primary health care
NGO called CISAS. A broad education campaign was
carried out to reduce disease (primarily dengue and
malaria) including workshops, classroom sessions,
public address and radio broadcasts CISAS.

Leeds Latin America Solidarity Group
The Group has a twinning link with the Community
Movement (MCN) in the town of La Concha near
Masaya. Through fundraising activities such as a
ceilidh and a sponsored bike ride the group provides
running costs and a monthly payment  to an MCN
worker. In 2004 the group also secured £950 from
Leeds NUT and a UK trust that funds women’s
projects abroad for a revolving loan fund for 18 women
to set up small businesses. Most of the initial money
has been repaid and another 17 women have now
received loans. Collaboration with other local
organisations included a local day school jointly
organised by Leeds Cuba solidarity.

Sheffield – Esteli Society (SES)
The key achievements of a busy year have been:
* the setting up of a new website
* the spectacular  “Two Peaks Bike Ride” with a turn
out of 70 riders who raised £2,000 for projects..
* regular ceilidhs with the  “Well Dressed Band”
* the production of an education pack for use in
preparation workshops for visitors to Estelí. This was
expected to be trialled by a group of university
students from the Sheffield Estelí Student Partnership
(SESP) who planned to visit Estelí this summer. A
member of the SESP has already spent six months
there studying at the university, liaising with SESP
projects and helping in CEE office in Estelí
* joint work with other European towns twinned with
Esteli through the Coordinación Europea Estelí (CEE))
which holds regular meetings to manage and debate

policy concerning ongoing and prospective projects.
Meetings were held in November 2004 in Bielefeld,
Germany and April 2005 in Delft, Holland attended by
both outgoing and incoming FSLN mayors of Estelí
* a joint post hurricane  Mitch reconstruction project is
drawing to a close and SES’s focus is moving to
funding the construction and equipping of a library.

Supporters of the Sheffield –Esteli Society enjoying
the ‘Two Peaks’ Bike ride

Santa Rosa Fund (Tavistock)
The Santa Rosa Fund continued monthly supplies of
educational materials to the Colegio Autonomo Santa
Rosa in Managua. In addition the Fund also
contributes to a hardship fund for parents who cannot
afford the monthly fees demanded by the Ministry of
Education as part of its creeping privatisation of
education; a teacher training fund to help teachers to
attend training; and a school journey fund.
The Fund also provides financial support for Las
Chicas II centre of the street children' organisation,
Asociacion Quincho Barrilete, a teacher's salary and
the materials for a school in Villa Espana near El
Viejo.
 A visit to Nicaragua by Fund by trustees enabled
them to identify other educational projects, which they
to fund in the future. These include a new library for
the school in Villa Espana and a youth centre in the
village of Cosiguina. and the purchase of computers
and printers for the Santa Rosa school.

Reading San Francisco Libre Association  (RSFLA)
has continued funding the education of 16 children
and also helping finance a scheme that provides
bicycles that children can ride to school. members are
In  2004 RSFLA participated in the  WOMAD festival
by organising a popular Nicaraguan game called a
pinata (see photo). Children volunteered to be
blindfolded and to use a big stick to try to smash open
the sweets-filled papier-mâché model. In a game
designed to highlight the environmental and other
difficulties faced by Nicaraguans, two teams raced to
transport water in a bowl balanced on their heads,
whist being harassed by 'Hurricane', 'Heat wave',
'Drought' and 'Poor Access'.
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A sponsored bike ride raised £250 to support the San
Francisco Libre bicycle project – enough to pay for 8
additional bicycles to joint the 20 already donated by
RSFLA

‘Piñata’ time at WOMAD

The Norfolk/Norwich – El Viejo Friendship Link
continued to fundraise for a scholarship scheme that
provides primary education for 200 children from some
of the poorest families in El Viejo. Eight rural and
urban schools participate in the programme that
provides each child with a uniform, a schoolbag, pens
and pencils and up to 20 exercise books each year. A
premium payment of $10 per child is also paid to the
schools to pay for security, cleaning, and basic
education equipment.

Supporters of RSFLA ready to start their annual ride in
aid of the San Francisco Libre bicycle project

The Islington – Managua Friendship Association
(IMFA) raises funds by holding pub quizzes and by
providing catering services in order to pay the salaries
of three of the six teachers at the Los Pollitos pre-
school in the Barrio Edgard Munguia in Managua.
IMFA are proud to announce that their total
fundraising since inception in 1986 exceeds £20,000.

Leicester-Masaya Link Group (LMLG)
Despite losing 80% of their grant from Leicester City
Council in April 2004, LMLG not only survived but also
organised a wide range of very successful local

activities and raised funds for rural projects channelled
through the Asociacion para el Desarollo Integral
Comunitario (ADIC)
·  51 families involved in building water tanks are

now earning an income during the dry season and
reaping the benefits of crop diversification.

·  A poultry breeding project enabled women to gain
new skills and financial independence.

·  A project co-ordinated by John Perry and funded
by the Chartered Institute of Housing is
successfully piloting the use of straw bales as an
alternative building material.

·  A grant from the New Leaf Housing Association
provided five of these homes with a photo-voltaic
kit which supports 2-3 light bulbs and a socket and
offers an alternative to the costly and unreliable
privatised electricity supply.

·  Current funding focuses on a school, working with
teachers and pupils to create an organic garden.
This will serve as an educational and recreational
facility for the school and its community.

·  Improved relations with the Mayor of Masaya look
promising following a meeting of European
partners with twinning links with Masaya attended
by the new Mayor.

Children in Leicester participate in ‘Cultural
Connections’ featuring Nicaraguan Crafts and Fair
trade products.

Development education projects in Leicester include:
·  ‘Food for Thought’ is a 3-year, DFID funded

project for schools which LMLG is running in
collaboration with the University of Leicester
Botanic Garden.

·  LMLG worked with local artists on a global youth
project using poetry, sculpture and the link with
Nicaragua to explore local identity and cultural
diversity.

·  ‘Cultural Connections’ focused on raising
awareness of Leicester’s twinning links and
sharing Nicaragua’s rich cultural heritage with
other community groups across the city.  It
featured live music, dance and craft workshops,
displays, artefacts and a taste of fairtrade products
including Nicaraguan coffee, tropical fruit ‘frescos’



and other snacks from Leicester’s twin cities
around the world.

·  A dynamic one-day workshop with Gioconda and
Wilfredo Perez has provided inspiration to work
with community groups to build ‘Gigantonas’  for
festivals in Leicester

Participants in the ‘Gigantona’ arts workshop
enjoying the fruits of their labours

·  A school linking project has been established and
email communication between students at
Judgemeadow C.C. and the Instituto Central in
Masaya is now in operation.

·  LMLG continues to play an active role in the East
Midlands Network for Global Perspectives in
Schools which develops educational resources
about fairtrade. The group has also been actively
involved in the Make Poverty History Campaign.

·  Fundraising events have included an effective
partnership with Club La Pachanga in Leamington
Spa which organises spectacular Salsa nights, a
lunch to raise awareness of global inequality and a
showing of the film ‘The World Stopped Watching’.

Bristol Link with Nicaragua (BLINC)
BLINC members participated in Bristol's Big Bike Ride
to raise funds for projects in their twin town of Puerto
Morazan.

Plenary session at the National Central America Week
Conference

Two representatives from the Maria Elena Cuadra
Women's Movement (MEC), visited Bristol and

attended a vigil as part of the UN day against violence
against women, and spoke about their work with
women workers in the free trade zones.
BLINC helped to organise a Festive Fayre at The
Create Centre on Latin American Themes. A raffle
raised funds for fairtrade work and a piñata was
enthusiastically smashed by kids.
In April 2005 BLINC participated in the Global Week of
Action for Trade Justice, hosting the National Central
America Conference at Cotham school with speakers
and artists from the region, including William
Rodriguez from the Centro de Estudios and Gioconda
and Wilfredo Perez from Viva León Jodido. BLINC
also showed the film "Machuca" at The Watershed.
In Puerto Morazan and Tonala BLINC continued
supporting activities in the educational sector. The
purchase of guitars, the opening of a new computer
laboratory and support for children through payment of
the salaries of educational psychologists were all part
of Bristol’s efforts to help develop a link between the
twin towns.

Students and staff at the Teodore King secondary
school Puerto Morazan at the opening of the new
computer laboratory.

Swindon Ocotal Link (SOL)
SOL continued to provide financial support to the
following projects:
·  Health card and health Centre. ·  Provision of water
filters ·  Women’s co-operatives ·  Old Peoples Home ·
Children’s Centre ·  School Bursaries. ·  Administration
* Funds were raised though the efforts of individuals
such as  £2000 from a live music gig, £855 from a
birthday celebration, plus funds from numerous social
events, sponsored walks etc.
* Other activites included an updated information
leaflet, and stall and fiesta during Central America
Week
* Eco-tours. A group composed of committee
members plus interested people from Swindon went to
Ocotal in November.  They spent a week visiting
projects,and another week travelling around the area.
The visit was very successful and part of the cost of
the holiday was donated to Ocotal.



* Forty Venture Scouts, with support from SOL,
travelled to Ocotal and in a short time managed to
build a new school in an impoverished area.
* Lesther Figueroa, a young member of the SOL
Ocotal committee, stayed in Swindon for several
weeks to study English and Tourism and participate in
several local and international events, such as the
Swindon Twinning Conference, where he addressed a
gathering of local people and guests from twinned
towns in Europe.

Brigada Maria Zunilda Perez (BMZP)
This London based group has a strong link with the
Juan Fco Pas Silva Co-operative in Achuapa.
achieving great things in Achuapa. They fundraise
directly for projects but have also acted as a catalyst
to drawing in other organisations to support projects
in Achuapa. In some cases from small beginnings,
very strong long-term relationships have built up. For
example Christian Aid, Raleigh International (RI) and
ECODES (Fundacion de Ecologia y Desarollo) are
now spending roughly $100,000 a year on projects
with the co-operative. In addition RI provides
opportunities for young Achuapans to work on
projects in Costa Rican alongside young people from
Britain. So far  53 young people have participated and
reportedly return to Achuapa very motivated to help in
the co-operative and in the community.

BMZP also supports an annual international music
festival in Achuapa which has become well known
throughout Nicaragua. In 2004 30 groups performed
and 5,000 attended.
Projects that BMZP contributes to directly are:
*  a mini aqueduct project to provide everyone in
Achuapa with clean water through digging wells and
putting in pumps or by building tanks at a water
source. Raleigh International is sending brigades of
young people to work of the project alongside local
people.
* a hostel for rural students to stay during the week
which will also be used as a place for meetings and
workshops as well as an emergency centre.

Wales NSC
Wales NSC again organised a successful visit to
Nicaragua, with a group of seven (including two 16
year olds) making the trip in February 2005. The visit
included a stay on a fair trade coffee farm, meetings
with fair trade coffee producers, and a visit to the
Caribbean Coast, to catch up on development in land
demarcation and the autonomy process.
One of the main issues to be raised with the
delegation was water privatisation. Wales NSC has
been developing a campaign since the return of the
delegation, aimed at getting Biwater, a British firm, to
withdraw from a bid for a national water contract, and
for its local contract in Matagalpa and Jinotega to be
reviewed.
The Campaign has also been busy promoting fair
trade, including a presentation to Welsh development
academics on the benefits and problems fair trade
producers face in Nicaragua.

The English and Eco-tourism (Miraflor)  project with
UCA (Co-operative Union) has now been running for
four years and involves a rotating programme of
volunteer English teachers who live and work in
Miraflor teaching English to ecotourism guides and the
community in general. There are now around 60
students attending classes in three communities. The
Project has now expanded to include an English
programme in a secondary school, a handicraft project
for girls, the rebuilding of one school and setting up a
computer room in another, and school bursaries.

CONTACT LIST

Wales NSC
Contact: Ben Gregory. benica@gn.apc.org
www.cyfanfyd.org.uk

Bristol Link with Nicaragua
Contact: Clive Weston.  www.blinc.org.uk

Islington Managua Friendship Association
Contact: Brian Mack.  brian.mack@bbc.co.uk

Leicester Masaya Link Group
Contact: Claire Plumb www.leicestermasayalink.org.uk

Maria Zunilda Perez Brigade
Contact: Kathryn Hoskyns  www.ndtc.org/bmzp

Norwich/Norfolk - El Viejo Link
Contact: Ralph Gayton  ralph.gayton@ntlworld.com
www.norwich.gov.uk (follow links to twinning)

Oxford - Leon Association / Trust
Contact: May Wylie.  www.oxfordleon.org

Reading - San Francisco Libre Association
Contacts: David Ruddle or Paul Starkey
p.h.starkey@reading.ac.uk  dav.ru466@btopenworld.com
www.reading-sfl.org.uk

Santa Rosa Fund
Contact: Rick Blower. R.Blower@btinternet.com

Sheffield – Esteli Society
Contact: Jean Walker www.esteli.org.uk

Swindon Ocotal Link
Contact: Gillian Wallis. www.swindonocotal-link.org

Central America Local Groups
Birmingham Acton for Central America
Tim Hollis. mogstim@hotmail.com

Leeds Central America Solidarity Group
(twinned with La Concha)
Contact: Maggie Day maggie_m_day@hotmail.com

English Teaching Programme (UCA-Miraflor)
Maggiejo@miraflor.freeserve.co.uk
www.miraflor-uca.com

This report has been produced by:
Nicaragua Solidarity Campaign, 129 Seven
Sisters Rd, London N7 7QG
020 7272 9619    nsc@nicaraguasc.org.uk
www.nicaraguasc.org.uk




