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Introduction

The NSC offices in London and Managua continued to
provide advice and support to Wales NSC, twin towns and
local groups by: disseminating weekly news bulletins on the
situation in Nicaragua, sending out regular mailings to keep
groups informed of NSC initiatives, and organising meetings
to bring together twin towns to exchange ideas and
information about their activities.

Twinning Links

Bristol — Puerto Morzan

Islington — Barrio Edgard Munguia (Managua)
Leeds — La Concha

Leicester — Masaya

Lewisham — Matagalpa

Brigada Maria Zunilda Perez (London) — Achuapa
Liverpool — Corinto

Norwich/Norfolk — El Viejo

Oxford — Leon

Reading — San Francisco Libre

Santa Rosa Fund (Tavistock) — Barrio Santa Rosa
(Managua)

Sheffield — Esteli

Swindon — Ocotal

Central America Groups
Birmingham Action for Central America

Fourteen twin towns and local groups and Wales NSC are
affiliated to the NSC nationally, but function autonomously.
Most were set up in the 1980s when large numbers of
people visited Nicaragua during the time of the Sandinista
government to express their solidarity with the Revolution.
The groups have been particularly successful at networking
locally through trade unions, churches, community
organisations, schools, universities, cultural groups. Many
have also been working within local coalitions such as fair
trade networks and the Trade Justice Movement
highlighting Nicaragua as an example of the both the
impacts of unjust terms of trade and the benefits of fair
trade.

Swindon, Bristol, Reading, Oxford, Lewisham, Norwich,
Sheffield and Leicester are official council twinnings; others
such as Islington, Leeds and the Santa Rosa Fund in
Tavistock are community links that focus on a particular
school or community organisation.  Activities include:
fundraising through local events or grants to support
projects, awareness raising on the impact of globalisation
on Nicaragua; delegations; exchange visits; and
disseminating information through newsletters. The
Sheffield, Ocotal and Reading groups co-ordinate their work
with other towns in Europe with twinning links with the same
town in Nicaragua.

As part of NSC's strategic planning process Gordon
Hutchison was contracted to undertake a consultation with
Wales NSC, twin towns and local groups. His report noted:

The remarkable extent to which such a range of
activities continue throughout the UK — in large part
thanks to Wales NSC and town twinnings. With the
exception of the Cuba Solidarity Campaign no other
Latin America solidarity organisation has ever managed
to build up and sustain this kind of support network over
a significant period of time.

The work of Wales NSC and the twin towns reflects a
successful model of international people to people civil
society solidarity. These community based political and
social activities reflect the spirit and values of
Sandinismo: solidarity with these initiatives is crucial to
maintaining the hopes and aspirations of these initiatives
within the harsh political, social and economic reality of
Nicaragua.

Twin town highlights

Twin towns have been involved in an impressive variety of
activities:

The Oxford — Leon Association raised £8,000 for
health and education projects through fundraising
activities such as sponsored swims and performances
of the Nicaragua peasant mass 'misa campesina’.
Projects undertaken were with Los Pipitos, to provide
training for 25 health promoters in the use of specialist
equipment for disabled children. A second project, with
the children’s health NGO CISAS, provided training in
preventative health in the community of Trohilo, near
Leon.

The Reading San Francisco Libre Association
(RSLA) secured a scholarship at Reading College for
Jeyserd Martinez from San Francisco Libre to study
carpentry. Jeyserd has returned to Nicaragua and set
up a carpentry workshop producing furniture.

Cyclotaxis are proving popular for short journeys and are
an important source of employment in San Francisco
Libre. Above: Cyclotaxi funded by RSLA. Credit: RSLA



RSLA had a successful stall to promote Nicaragua and
the work of the Association at WOMAD. In addition they
organised children’s games and talks on life in
Nicaragua in the global zone.

Norma Santos (centre) with her colleagues at the Montessori
school in Tofiala. Norma visited Bristol for two weeks training
and returned to Nicaragua with two parachutes and a ‘torso’ to
be used in schools.

Bristol Link with Nicaragua (BLINC) worked with
Christian Aid, Cuba Solidarity and other local
organisations to organise Central America Week in
March which included Nicaragua story telling for
children, Central American and Cuban films, Latin
rhythms, a quiz, public meetings, and a family fun day
on Central America at the Museum and Art Gallery.

With the money raised from events including the hotly
contested Copa Sandino football tournament, BLINC
has equipped two computer rooms, and started sports
and music projects in their link schools in Puerto
Morazan.

The Islington — Managua Friendship Association
has achieved fame for their catering services and pub
quizzes to raise funds to pay three teachers at a pre
school in the Barrio Edgard Munguia in Managua.

The Leicester — Masaya Link Group obtained a 3-
year grant from the Department for International
Development (DfID) for a development education
project with Leicester University Botanic Gardens. The
project focuses on the impact of international trade on
the lives of producers and the benefits of fair trade
using Nicaragua as a case study.

The Sheffield — Esteli Society works with a European
co-ordination of towns twinned with Esteli. This includes
towns in Germany, Netherlands, Spain and France.

£2,060 was raised in 2003 by the Santa Rosa Fund in
Tavistock for educational supplies, and a hardship
fund for the Santa Rosa School, materials and payment
of a teacher in a community school in El Viejo and a
donation to an organisation in Managua working with
street children. The funds were raised through a variety
of activities organised by local people including salsa
nights, sponsored events and Dads dancing evening.

Ten committee members from the Swindon-Ocotal
Link visited Ocotal in November 2003. One initiative
that came out of the visit was the organising of an eco-

tourism study tour to Ocotal which will take place in
November 2004.

The Leeds Central America Solidarity Group has a
link with the town of La Concha. They have raised £800
to set up a revolving loan fund for women to develop
their own businesses such as catering and crafts.

The Norwich/Norfolk — El Viejo Link  completed the
first year of funding for a scholarship project that
enabled 100 children from impoverished families to
attend school.. Funds were raised through a variety of
activities including a sponsored bike ride, a pub quiz,
donations from trade unions, and a May Day gig.
Thirty-two schools in Norwich/Norfolk have expressed
interest in the project and many have already raised
funds. For example, the children at Acle St Edmunds
School raised £137 through a cake sale and a football
penalty competition.

The Maria Zunilda Perez Brigade organised fiestas to
raise funds to build a hostel in the town of Achuapa in
northern Nicaragua. The hostel is for pupils from
outlying communities so that they can stay in town
during the week avoiding long journeys. Raleigh
International volunteers from Britain have been working
on building the hostel.

Children of Puerto Morazan receiving books courtesy of a
donation from BLINC and supplied by Books for a Better
World.

Wales NSC highlights

In February 2003, Wales NSC took an eight person
delegation to Nicaragua, which looked at fair and free
trade coffee, and produced a widely distributed report -
Coffee: the Deadly Embrace. A film group followed the
delegation, preparing a video on globalisation and young
people in Nicaragua, for distribution in schools. In Oct
2003 the Campaign organised a week's visit for Carlos
Pacheco from the Centre for International Studies. As a
result of his visit, Wales NSC has started collecting
information for a campaign on water privatisation, which
will also be one of themes for the 2005 delegation. In April
2004, to coincide with the 60th 'birthday' of the IMF and
World Bank, the Campaign organised a showing of the
recent film 'Fourth World War', which portrays the effects
of IMF and World Bank policies on Latin America
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